
“This book is an essential resource for anyone 
interested in the past, present, and future of 
race and race relations in North America.” 

—John F. Dovidio, Yale University

In this classic, sweeping work that traces the idea of race for more than three 
centuries, Audrey Smedley shows that “race” is a cultural invention that has 
been used variously and opportunistically since the eighteenth century. New 
coauthor Brian D. Smedley joins Audrey Smedley in updating this renowned 
and groundbreaking text.

Features of the fourth edition of Race in North America include:

A compelling new chapter on the health impacts of a racial worldview.

A thoroughly rewritten chapter on “Dismantling the Folk Idea of Race,” 
with new material on the election of Barack Obama and its implications for 
the meaning of race in America and the future of our racial ideology.

New material emphasizing race as a social construct, including recent 
findings on the human genome and new understandings of DNA expression.
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Ordering exam copies is easy! 

Visit www.westviewpress.com and 
complete the exam copy order form. 

(Please have your course name, enrollment, semester, 
and current texts information handy.)

We’ll send your FREE exam copy right away!

For more information about our textbooks, academic 
conference information, featured discipline pages, and 
desk copy request forms for adopted titles, visit us at 
www.westviewpress.com. 
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