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Alexander Rosenberg’s essential text for courses on the philos-
ophy of social science provides a tightly argued yet accessible 
introduction to the philosophical foundations of the human sci-
ences, including economics, anthropology, sociology, political 
science, psychology, history, and the disciplines emerging at the 
intersections of these subjects with biology.

Now with fifteen chapters, the fourth edition of Philosophy of
Social Science has been thoroughly reorganized and edited
to better fit semester-length courses, with shorter chapters, 
effective transitions, and accessible summaries. Additional 
features include:

	� Three new chapters on philosophical anthropology, 
functionalism as a research program, and theories of 
cultural evolution.

	� Enhanced discussions of the role of norms and speech 
acts in social construction.

	� Widened treatment of interpretive social science 
and continental philosophers.
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“Once again, Alexander 
Rosenberg has set the bar for 

books on the philosophy of 
social science. An outstanding 

introduction, even for those who 
are already in the discipline.” 

– James Bohman, 
Saint Louis University

Alexander Rosenberg 
is R. Taylor Cole Professor of Philosophy at Duke 
University and author of many books and papers 
in the philosophy of science.
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