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This textbook offers updated and detailed 
descriptions of the key theories in 

contemporary public administration, from 
rational choice to postmodern approaches.

The new, second edition of
The Public Administration Theory Primer features 

	 • �A comprehensive introduction to the theory behind public
administration.

	 • �Extensive updates to provide the latest directions and
developments in public administration, while retaining the	
thematic focus of the first edition.

	 •� New material covering topics such as: 

	 	 �  �The rise of reporting as a means to hold bureaucracy
accountable; 

	 	 �  �The continuing evolution of the “hollow state” or
“shadow bureaucracy” and the rise of network theory; 

	 	 �  �New psychological/biological behavioral research with big 
implications for decision theory and rational choice. 

	 • �An expanded author team—Christopher W. Larimer and
Michael J. Licari join veteran scholars H. George Frederickson	
and Kevin B. Smith to keep the book up to date on new	
developments in the field.

New Edition from Westview Press! 



Ordering exam copies is easy! 
Visit www.westviewpress.com and complete the exam copy order form. 

We’ll send your FREE exam copy right away!  
Please mention Source Code W930 when completing your order. 

For more information about our textbooks, academic conference or 
desk copy for adopted titles, visit us at www.westviewpress.com. 
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“The Public Administration Theory Primer
is the perfect starting point for any student	
of public administration. 	
It provides a well docu-
mented overview of an 
exceptional range of 
topics.” — Kenneth Meier, 
Distinguished Professor	
of Political Science,	
Texas A&M University	
and Professor of Public 
Management, Cardiff 
University in Wales
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