
“Sweeping intellectual history.” — Foreign Affairs

American politics are as fractured and partisan as they have ever been and liberalism is in
greater peril than at any time in recent history. Conservatives treat it as an epithet, and even
some liberals have confused it with sentimentality and socialism. But Paul Starr, Pulitzer
Prize-winning author and one of America’s leading intellectuals, claims that properly under-
stood, liberalism is a sturdy public philosophy, deeply rooted in our traditions and capable of
making America a freer and more secure country.  

“An impressive achievement that deserves to be pondered by the critics of contemporary
American liberalism no less than by its supporters…a brilliant and ambitious attempt to
provide a public philosophy for 21st-century American liberalism.” 

—New York Times Book Review
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PAUL STARR is Professor of Sociology and Public Affairs at Princeton
University and its Woodrow Wilson School of Public Affairs. He is the
author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning The Social Transformation of American
Medicine and The Creation of the Media. Starr is the co-founder and editor
of The American Prospect. He lives in Princeton, New Jersey. 
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