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APRIL 4, 1968
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.’S DEATH AND 
THE TRANSFORMATION OF AMERICA
Michael Eric Dyson

America’s most versatile and vital cultural critic reexamines King’s importance
and influence, and the ways in which his death changed America

On April 4, 1968, at 6:10 p.m., while he was standing on a balcony at a Memphis
hotel, Martin Luther King, Jr. was shot and fatally wounded. Acclaimed public
intellectual and best-selling author Michael Eric Dyson uses the fortieth anniver-
sary of King’s assassination as a starting point for a comprehensive reevaluation of
the fate of America, specifically Black America, over the ensuing years. 

Rather than only looking back, April 4, 1968 takes a sweeping 360-degree view 
of King’s death—remembering all the toil, triumph, and tribulation that led to that
fateful date, while anticipating the ways in which the legacy of King’s death will
affect the future of this country. 
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April 4, 1968
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Death and the
Transformation of America
Michael Eric Dyson

MICHAEL ERIC DYSON, named by Ebony as one of the hundred most
influential black Americans, is the author of fourteen books. He is currently
University Professor at Georgetown University, where he teaches Theology,
English, and African-American Studies. He lives in Washington, D.C.
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