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A major reassessment of one of the most important—and complex—
political figures of the modern age

Even after his death in April 2007, Boris Yeltsin remains the most controver-
sial figure in recent Russian history. In this, the first biography of Yeltsin’s
entire life, Soviet scholar Timothy Colton traces Yeltsin’s development from a
peasant boy in the Urals to a Communist party apparatchik, and then ulti-
mately to a nemesis of the Soviet order. Based on unprecedented interviews
with Yeltsin himself as well as scores of other Soviet officials, journalists, and
businessmen, Colton explains how and why Yeltsin broke with single-party
rule and launched his drive to replace it with democracy.  
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TIMOTHY J. COLTON is Morris and Anna Feldberg Professor of
Government and Russian Studies and Director of the Davis Center for
Russian and Eurasian Studies at Harvard University. He lives in Wellesley,
Massachusetts.
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