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A CONFLICT OF VISIONS
Ideological Origins of Political Struggles
THOMAS SOWELL

Controversies in politics arise from many sources, but the conflicts that
endure for generations or centuries show a remarkably consistent pattern. In
this classic work, Thomas Sowell analyzes the two competing visions that
shape our debates about the nature of reason, justice, equality, and power:
the “constrained” vision, which sees human nature as unchanging and self-
ish, and the “unconstrained” vision, in which human nature is malleable and
perfectible. He describes how these two radically opposed views have mani-
fested themselves in the political controversies of the past two centuries,
including such contemporary issues as welfare reform, social justice, and
crime. Updated to include sweeping political changes since its first publica-
tion in 1987, this revised edition of A Conflict of Visions offers a convincing
case that ethical and policy disputes circle around the disparity between
both outlooks.
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THOMAS SOWELL is the Rose and
Milton Friedman Senior Fellow at the
Hoover Institution of Stanford
University. His two dozen books, as
well as numerous articles and
essays, cover a wide range of topics,
from classic economic theory to judi-
cial activism, from civil rights to
choosing the right college. In 1990
he won the prestigious Francis Boyer
Award and in 2003 he received the
Bradley Foundation Award and the
Presidential Humanities Award. He
lives in Stanford, California.
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