
Forthcoming in Paperback from Basic Books!

abraham
the first historical biography
david rosenberg

“One of the most thrilling and perceptive triumphs of imagination and
scholarship I have ever had the pleasure to read.” —New York Sun

The world’s major religions—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam—find a common
root in one man: Abraham. Yet Abraham looms so large in the realm of world reli-
gions that he has remained a ward of the Divine rather than a flesh-and-blood citi-
zen of Humanity. Breaking new ground, David Rosenberg portrays Abraham as a
man whose whole life, and therefore his legacy, is informed by the Sumerian cul-
ture that produced him, while revealing that the original story embedded in the
Bible is actually our oldest historical biography. Rosenberg does more than pres-
ent a founding spiritual figure and his dynamic relationships with father, wife, and
son. We witness this man as he transforms his heritage into an anxious embrace
of religion with secular culture—the human condition in which we are still enfold-
ed today. Abraham is a brilliant literary excavation of the ancient cultures from
which our modern world has grown.
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“Abraham lives here as a
vibrant historical presence.”
—Booklist

DAVID ROSENBERG is a poet, essay-
ist, and critic. He is the former editor
of the Jewish Publication Society and
was Harold Bloom’s co-author on The
Book of J. Rosenberg’s other writings
include A Poet’s Bible and Lost Book
of Paradise. He lives in Florida.
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