
New from Westview Press! 
“Haskell combines the insights of a keen observer of the inner workings 
of Washington with an experienced teacher’s instincts of how to relay 
information to college students. He places Congress squarely within 

the political context of modern Washington and explains not 
only how Congress works, but why students should care.”

—L. Marvin Overby, University of Missouri

This engaging new book gives students a succinct yet sophisticated 
overview of Congress and the policymaking process. Key features 
include:

• �Offers a nuts-and-bolts look at how Congress really works, 
including in-depth explanations of congressional oversight 
and appropriations.

• �Uses a student-friendly, accessible writing style and up-to-date, 
real-life examples, including special topics boxes, throughout.

• �Utilizes the metaphor of Congress as the “board of directors” 
of the U.S. government as a helpful guide to comprehending 
Congress’s functions and duties.

• �Compact and authoritative, it is an essential supplement
or core text for courses on the U.S. government or Congress.
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