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Religion and politics are never far from the headlines, but their 
relationship remains complex and often confusing. This lively 
and accessible text explores the historical, cultural, and legal 
contexts that underlie religious political engagement in the 
United States. The new fourth edition:

Features up-to-date material—including a new chapter. Revisions 
discuss religious currents in the 2006 and 2008 elections, trends in 
religious activism, and new court cases regarding church and state. An 
entirely new chapter considers religion and political culture.

Emphasizes diversity. The text provides a timely treatment of reli-
gious minority groups, including Muslims, as well as revised treatments 
of race, ethnicity, and gender that reflect the Obama era.

Includes current focus-study boxes. Boxes that highlight current 
themes in religion and politics are incorporated throughout the book. 
New topics covered include the current battles over homosexual-
ity in the Episcopal Church; Keith Ellison, the first Muslim member of 
Congress; Mitt Romney; Mike Huckabee; intelligent design; and public 
religious monuments.
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