
January 2010, 360 pages,  
978-0-8133-4421-8, $35.00, pb

New Edition from Westview Press! 

This acclaimed text offers an authoritative examination of 

the politics and society of Central America. Balancing  

intellectually sophisticated analysis with a clear, concise  

approach, the fifth edition explains how domestic and 

global political and economic forces have shaped rebellion 

and regime change in the region. Key features include:

• 	Comprehensive country-by-country coverage,  

	 background chapters on regional political history and  

	 regime changes, and a comparative chapter on citizens  

	 and democracy within Central American states.

• 	New considerations of the 2009 Honduran coup d’état;  

	 Daniel Ortega’s return to the Nicaraguan presidency 	  

	 and the election of leftist Mauricio Funes in  

	 El Salvador; political instability in Costa Rica; eroding  

	 electoral participation in Honduras; and high levels of  

	 violent crime in Honduras, Guatemala, and El Salvador.

• 	A revised chapter on the history and current status of  

	 U.S. policy in Central America, updated to reflect the  

	 implications of administration change in the United States.
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