
“Finally, the quintessential collection of gender and sexuality 
studies readings. Plante and Maurer have brought together an 
interdisciplinary reader that spans the breadth of the field. … 

A fundamental addition to anyone’s library.” 
—Lisa Jean Moore, Purchase College, SUNY

This cutting-edge reader demonstrates the multiple ways in which the uni-
verse of gender is socially, culturally, and historically constructed. Selec-
tions focus on gender itself—how gender operates socioculturally, exists, 
functions, and is presented in micro and macro interactions. In order to 
avoid balkanization, the authors examine the various ways in which culture 
intersects with individuals to produce the range of presentations of self 
that we call “gender,” from people born male who become adult men to 
lesbian women to transmen, and everyone else on the diverse gender 
spectrum. Incorporating engaging and timely first-person narratives as 
well as classic readings from a variety of sources, this essential text will 
help prepare students for life in a diverse and multicultural world.
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