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Why Americans Are Afraid of the Wrong Things

Barry Glassner

“Glassner does a splendid job of contrasting fear-soaked perceptions and sober
reality.”
— JOURNAL OF SOCIAL HISTORY

“Glassner has done an excellent job of documenting the biased coverage of the

press concerning some ills and some fears.”
— CONTEMPORARY PSYCHOLOGY: APA REVIEW OF BOOKS

In the age of 9/11, the Iraq War, financial collapse, and Amber Alerts, our society is defined by
fear. So it’s not surprising that three out of four Americans say they feel more fearful today then
they did twenty years ago. But are we living in exceptionally dangerous times?

In The Culture of Fear, sociologist Barry Glassner demonstrates that it is our perception of dan-
ger that has increased, not the actual level of risk. Glassner exposes the people and organiza-
tions that manipulate our perceptions and profit from our fears, including advocacy groups that
raise money by exaggerating the prevalence of particular diseases and politicians who win elec-
tions by heightening concerns about crime, drug use, and terrorism. Featuring a new introduc-
tion as well as a new chapter on the twenty-first century, this revised and updated edition of a
classic book—now more relevant than ever—exposes the price we pay for social panic.

January 2010, 360 pages, 978-0-465-00336-5, $16.95, pb



NEW EDITION!

BARRY GLASSNER is professor of sociology
at the University of Southern California.
oun pogliOATED rOR He is the author of seven books and
countless articles, and his academic
research has appeared in the most presti-

gious journals in sociology and psychiatiry.

WHY AMERICANS ARE

AFRAID OF TH THINGE

Ordering exam copies is easy!

Visit www.perseusacademic.com and complete the
exam copy order form! (Please have your course name,
enrollment, semester, and current texts information
handy.)

We'll send your exam copy right away!

For more information about our textbooks, academic confer-
ences, featured discipline pages, and desk copy request forms
for adopted titles, visit us at www.perseusacademic.com.

Source Code: W494

BASIC

BOOKS

A Member of the Perseus Books Group
2465 Central Avenue

Boulder, CO 80301

For order queries only:
FAX: 800-351-5073

Tel: 800-343-4499
www.perseusacademic.com

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage
PAID
Ft. Collins, CO
Permit No. 266




