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“Glassner does a splendid job of contrasting fear-soaked perceptions and sober
reality.” 
— JOURNAL OF SOCIAL HISTORY

“Glassner has done an excellent job of documenting the biased coverage of the
press concerning some ills and some fears.” 
— CONTEMPORARY PSYCHOLOGY: APA REVIEW OF BOOKS

In the age of 9/11, the Iraq War, financial collapse, and Amber Alerts, our society is defined by
fear. So it’s not surprising that three out of four Americans say they feel more fearful today then
they did twenty years ago. But are we living in exceptionally dangerous times? 

In The Culture of Fear, sociologist Barry Glassner demonstrates that it is our perception of dan-
ger that has increased, not the actual level of risk. Glassner exposes the people and organiza-
tions that manipulate our perceptions and profit from our fears, including advocacy groups that
raise money by exaggerating the prevalence of particular diseases and politicians who win elec-
tions by heightening concerns about crime, drug use, and terrorism. Featuring a new introduc-
tion as well as a new chapter on the twenty-first century, this revised and updated edition of a
classic book—now more relevant than ever—exposes the price we pay for social panic.
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BARRY GLASSNER is professor of sociology
at the University of Southern California.
He is the author of seven books and
countless articles, and his academic
research has appeared in the most presti-
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