
“Critical Inquiry offers an excellent introduction to
the principles of good thinking and clear writing. 
Boylan’s precise, witty prose reveals the shape of 

rigorous thinking in the context of everyday discourse. 
I highly recommend this book.” 

—Rich Halverson, University of Wisconsin-Madison

Perfect for courses ranging from informal logic to the argumentative essay, 
this accessible, authoritative book is an indispensable companion for students 
seeking to critically assess argumentative texts and to write effective, 
persuasive essays in response. Key features include:

• �Guidance on reading, reconstructing, and responding to argumentative texts.

• �Step-by-step instruction on understanding and developing critical standpoints through 
a self-contained system of informal logic.

• �Guidelines for structuring argumentative (pro or con) essays.

• �Abundant traditional textual examples as well as advertisements from print media to 
illustrate the principles under discussion.
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