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The Contested History of

Democracy in the United States
REVISED EDITION

Revised and Updated Edition

THE RIGHT TO VOTE

The Contested History of Democracy in the United States
Alexander Keyssar

“Easily the wisest and most comprehensive study of who was and is allowed
to cast a ballot that has ever been written.” —Los Angeles Times

“A stunning triumph.” —The Raleigh News and Observer

Revised and updated since its initial publication in 2000, The Right to Vote provides a compre-
hensive history of suffrage from the American Revolution to the present. Alexander Keyssar brings
the story of the struggles for enfranchisement up to date, addressing recent developments from
the disputed presidential contest of 2000 through the election of Barack Obama. During those
eight years, Americans witnessed not only the battle over Florida’s electoral votes, but the passage.
of the Help America Vote Act, the reauthorization of the Voting Rights Act, debates about voting
technology, and ongoing skirmishing over the exercise of the right to vote. The new edition offers
a lively chronicle of those events while locating them against the backdrop of two centuries of his-
tory. Ideal for courses in comparative political development as well as American political history,
government, parties, and elections, The Right to Vote is a thought-provoking meditation on the
meaning of democracy in contemporary American life.

Winner of the Beveridge Prize from the American Historical Association; Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize

July 2009, 496 Pages, 978-0-465-00502-4, $19.95, pb
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ALEXANDER KEYSSAR is the
Matthew W. Stirling, Jr., Professor
of History and Social Policy at the
Kennedy School of Government
at Harvard.
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Visit www.perseusacademic.com and complete the exam
copy order form! (Please have your course name, enrollment,
semester, and current texts information handy.)

We’'ll send your FREE exam copy right away!

For more information about our textbooks, academic conference
information, featured discipline pages, and desk copy request forms
for adopted titles, visit us at www.perseusacademic.com.
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