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WORSE THAN WAR
Genocide, Eliminationism, and the Ongoing Assault on Humanity

Daniel Jonah Goldhagen

“Why would people decide one day to slaughter other human beings by the
thousands, tens of thousands, hundreds of thousands, millions? . . . The seem-
ing incomprehensibility of people consciously wanting so much death and suf-
fering has led many to construct accounts that, in effect, deny that such desires
exist or that they motivate mass murder. . . . Such accounts seem to make
mass murder more comprehensible, by glossing over the essential question:
How could anyone want to do this?”

— fromWorse than War

In Worse Than War, Daniel Jonah Goldhagen fundamentally rethinks the phenomenon that has
caused more deaths during our time than military conflict: genocide. In doing so, he challenges
many conventional wisdoms about human beings, society, and politics, beginning with reconceiv-
ing genocide itself as a form of politics called eliminationism. Drawing on extensive field work and
research from around the world, Goldhagen explains, in a thematically organized investigation,
why genocides begin, take different courses, and end; why societies support them; why they hap-
pen so frequently; why the international community has failed to stop them; and how it success-
fully can. Ideal for courses on politics, violence, and human rights, Worse than War challenges
students to think hard and offers new possibilities for a better world. 
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