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“Smith and Larimer’s tour de force provides both summary
and serious critique of the field of policy studies. It will
contribute to the future development of the field by
presenting both students and their professors the first
serious holistic evaluation of the entire field, rather than
the partial views usually addressed in texts.”

—Bryan D. Jones, University of Texas at Austin

The Public Policy Theory Primer provides a reasoned and structured
framework for the field of public policy. Features include:

» Organized and comprehensive approach: The authors address
core questions and concepts, major theoretical frameworks, primary
methodological approaches, and key controversies and debates.

» Thorough and accessible coverage: Students receive not only a
complete tour of the discipline but also an organized way to
approach it.

Easy course management: Topics are arranged to serve as an
organizational tool around which professors can build their course
syllabi, and the book’s length makes it easily accessible for a
semester course.
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