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NEW EDITION! 
“McElroy and Townsend’s textbook is a classic, and 

remains the best overall introduction to medical 
anthropology available. … I wouldn’t consider using 

any other text to introduce students to this fascinating 
field of study.”—Katherine A. Dettwyler, University of Delaware

Widespread awareness of emerging infectious diseases 
and global environmental change makes the ecological 
perspective of this premier teaching text for as relevant 

as ever. Key features of the fifth edition include:

Interdisciplinary content: The text integrates 
research by leading scholars from multiple fields.

Case studies: Seventeen profiles throughout  
the book present case studies for examining 

specific issues in depth.
Updated and expanded material: The fifth edition 
includes updated coverage of refugees; AIDS and 
HIV in Africa; pregnancy complications and infant 

survival in high-altitude regions; and infertility 
treatment and expanding reproductive technology. 
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