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“[Goetzmann’s] elegant prose matches his grasp of the global circulation of ideas, and, like
the dozens of intellectuals whom he discusses—from Scottish Enlightenment philosophers to
Romantic writers and Darwin-inspired or provoked scientists—Goetzmann draws upon, inter-
prets, and weaves together intellectual currents to show not only how they informed an earlier
era, but also how they continue to have significance today.”

— Emily F. Cutrer, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs, California State University,
San Marcos

Suffused with the spirit of explorers, constantly replenished by immigrants, and informed by a
continual influx of foreign ideas, America was the world’s first truly cosmopolitan civilization. In
Beyond the Revolution, Pulitzer Prize-winning historian William H. Goetzmann tells the story of
America’s greatest thinkers and creators, from Paine and Jefferson to Melville and William James,
showing how they built upon and battled one another’s ideas in the critical formative years
between 1776 and 1900. An unprecedented work of intellectual history by a master historian, this
book will be indispensible for courses focused on the origins of our national culture.
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