
Ir
aq

, 
Vi

et
na

m
, 

an
d 

th
e 

Li
m

its
of

 A
m

er
ic

an
 P

ow
er

R
ob

er
t 

K
. 

B
ri

gh
am

In
 t

hi
s 

re
vi

se
d 

an
d 

up
da

te
d 

ed
iti

on
 o

f 
Is

 Ir
aq

 A
no

th
er

 V
ie

tn
am

?
hi

st
or

ia
n 

R
ob

er
t 

K
. 

B
rig

ha
m

 s
ho

w
s 

ho
w

 s
im

ila
rit

ie
s 

be
tw

ee
n 

Ir
aq

an
d 

Vi
et

na
m

 il
lu

m
in

at
e 

pa
tte

rn
s 

of
 U

S 
fo

re
ig

n 
po

lic
y 

be
ha

vi
or

. 
H

e
ar

gu
es

 t
he

 U
S 

ha
s 

tu
rn

ed
 t

o 
a 

fo
re

ig
n 

po
lic

y 
of

 e
xp

an
si

on
 in

 t
im

es
of

 e
xt

er
na

l t
hr

ea
t—

or
 h

ei
gh

te
ne

d 
th

re
at

 p
er

ce
pt

io
ns

—
th

at
 h

as
 le

d
to

 li
m

ite
d 

C
on

gr
es

si
on

al
 d

eb
at

e 
an

d 
ov

er
si

gh
t, 

w
ith

 d
ev

as
ta

tin
g

re
su

lts
. 

Th
e 

m
ec

ha
ni

sm
s 

ar
e 

in
 p

la
ce

 f
or

 c
ha

ng
e,

 b
ut

 s
o 

fa
r 

th
e

U
S 

ha
s 

do
ne

 li
ttl

e 
to

 a
lte

r 
th

e 
co

ur
se

 o
f 

its
 f

or
ei

gn
 r

el
at

io
ns

. 
N

ow
m

or
e 

th
an

 e
ve

r, 
it 

is
 c

ru
ci

al
 w

e 
ap

pl
y 

th
e 

le
ss

on
s 

of
 V

ie
tn

am
.

Ju
ly

 2
0

0
8

, 
2

4
0

 P
ag

es
, 

9
7

8
-1

-5
8

6
4

8
-4

9
9

-6
, 

$
1

3
.9

5
, 

pb

D
em

oc
ra

cy
’s

 G
oo

d 
N

am
e

Th
e 

R
is

e 
an

d 
R

is
ks

 o
f 

th
e 

W
or

ld
’s

 M
os

t 
P

op
ul

ar
 F

or
m

 o
f 

G
ov

er
nm

en
t

M
ic

ha
el

 M
an

de
lb

au
m

In
 1

97
5,

 o
nl

y 
th

irt
y 

co
un

tr
ie

s 
w

er
e 

de
m

oc
ra

ci
es

; 
to

da
y,

 1
19

 o
f 

th
e

w
or

ld
’s

 1
90

 c
ou

nt
rie

s 
ar

e 
de

m
oc

ra
ci

es
. 

M
ic

ha
el

 M
an

de
lb

au
m

,
on

e 
of

 A
m

er
ic

a’
s 

le
ad

in
g 

fo
re

ig
n 

po
lic

y 
th

in
ke

rs
, 

un
co

ve
rs

 h
ow

de
m

oc
ra

cy
 e

st
ab

lis
he

d 
its

el
f 

so
 q

ui
ck

ly
 a

nd
 w

hy
 s

om
e 

im
po

rt
an

t
co

un
tr

ie
s 

an
d 

re
gi

on
s 

re
m

ai
n 

un
de

m
oc

ra
tic

. 
H

e 
di

sc
us

se
s 

th
e

re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

be
tw

ee
n 

de
m

oc
ra

cy
 a

nd
 w

ar
 a

nd
 t

er
ro

ris
m

; 
as

se
ss

es
th

e 
pr

os
pe

ct
s 

fo
r 

th
e 

es
ta

bl
is

hm
en

t 
of

 d
em

oc
ra

cy
 in

 R
us

si
a,

C
hi

na
, 

an
d 

th
e 

A
ra

b 
w

or
ld

; 
an

d 
ex

pl
ai

ns
 w

hy
 t

he
 U

S 
ha

s 
fo

un
d 

it
so

 d
iff

ic
ul

t 
to

 f
os

te
r 

de
m

oc
ra

tic
 g

ov
er

nm
en

ts
 in

 o
th

er
 c

ou
nt

rie
s.

A
ug

us
t 

2
0

0
8

, 
3

3
6

 P
ag

es
, 

9
7

8
-1

-5
8

6
4

8
-6

6
4

-8
, 

$
1

5
.9

5
, 

pb

N
ew

 fr
om

 P
ub

lic
A

ff
ai

rs
!

A
va

il
ab

le
 N

ow
!

O
rd

er
 Y

ou
r 

E
xa

m
 C

op
y 

To
da

y!



PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage

PAID
Ft. Collins, CO
Permit No. 266

For more information about our textbooks, academic conference

information, featured discipline pages, and desk copy request forms

for adopted titles, visit us at www.perseusacademic.com.

Source Code: W155

Ordering exam copies is easy!
Visit www.perseusacademic.com and complete the exam
copy order form! (Please have your course name, enrollment,
semester, and current texts information handy.)

We’ll send your FREE exam copy right away!

ROBERT K. BRIGHAM is the Shirley Ecker Boskey
Professor of History and International Relations at
Vassar College. He is the author of numerous books
and essays on American foreign relations, including
Argument Without End: In Search of Answers to the
Vietnam Tragedy written with Robert S. McNamara
and James G. Blight.

MICHAEL MANDELBAUM is the Christian A. Herter
Professor of American Foreign Policy at The Johns
Hopkins University School of Advanced International
Studies and is the author of eleven books, including
The Ideas That Conquered the World and The Case
for Goliath.

A Member of the Perseus Books Group

2465 Central Avenue
Boulder, CO 80301

For order queries only:
FAX: 800-351-5073
Tel: 800-343-4499
www.perseusacademic.com

New!


