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Revised and Updated Edition

Homeward Bound
AMERICAN FAMILIES IN THE COLD WAR ERA

Elaine Tyler May

“A major addition to the literature on the history of the family.” 
— New York Times

The classic book on private life during the Cold War has now been fully revised and updated for the
twentieth anniversary edition. Upon its initial publication, Homeward Bound not only altered popular
understanding of Cold War America but also impelled historians to reevaluate the relationship
between public and private life. Elaine Tyler May challenges the idea of an apolitical private arena,
demonstrating that the Atomic Age and the Cold War were not merely the concerns of experts and
policy makers. The tensions of the era impacted American life on every level because the official for-
eign policy of “containment” toward the Soviet Union had a domestic corollary. The perceived dan-
gers of the age—nuclear war, communism, consumer excess, sexual experimentation, and women’s
emancipation—were “contained” within the family, an institution expected to fulfill its members
hopes and dreams for security and the good life in the midst of a frightening world. 

Along with up-to-date information and references, this edition includes an entirely new epilogue
examining how the legacy of the Cold War has shaped American life and culture since the terror-
ist attacks of September 11, 2001.

September 2008, 320 pages, 978-0-465-01020-2, $19.95, pb
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Ordering exam copies is easy!
Visit www.perseusacademic.com and complete the exam
copy order form! (Please have your course name, enrollment,
semester, and current texts information handy.)

We’ll send your FREE exam copy right away!
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