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THE CRIME OF REASON
AND THE CLOSING OF THE SCIENTIFIC MIND

Robert B. Laughlin

“Provocative … [Laughlin] paints a troubling picture of a society in which
the only information that is truly valuable in dollars and cents is controlled
by a small number of individuals.” — Publishers Weekly

This bold new book from Nobel Laureate Robert B. Laughlin challenges the Crime of Reason, the
antisocial and sometimes outright illegal nature of certain intellectual activities. We all agree that
the free flow of ideas is essential to creativity, and we like to believe that in our modern, techno-
logical world information is easier to share than ever before. According to Laughlin, however,
acquiring information is becoming dangerous, even criminal. Increasingly, the most valuable infor-
mation is considered private property or a state secret, with the result that now an entirely inno-
cent flash of insight can infringe a patent or threaten national security. The increasing restrictions
on information in such fields as cryptography, biotechnology, and computer software design are
creating a new technological Dark Age of disinformation and ignorance. The Crime of Reason is
essential reading for those at the frontiers of new ideas.
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Visit www.perseusacademic.com and complete the exam
copy order form! (Please have your course name, enrollment,
semester, and current texts information handy.)

We’ll send your FREE exam copy right away!
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