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THIRD EDITION 

RURAL COMMUNITIES
Legacy and Change

Cornelia Butler Flora and Jan L. Flora

The new edition of this core text for rural
sociology courses includes major conceptual and
topical developments of the past several years, presenting a
practical framework for students to understand the internal
and external forces shaping rural communities today.
Focusing on various capitals in rural areas—natural, cultural,
human, social, political, financial, and built—the book uses an
integrative approach based on the concepts and explanations
of social science. Important features include:

• An entirely new chapter on governance;
• Updated discussions of the impact on rural communities of

international immigration, the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan,
and hurricanes Katrina and Rita;

• Thorough coverage of issues such as racial and cultural
diversity, globalization, organizing a sustainable future, and
building community in the context of ubiquitous change; 

• Chapter-opening vignettes with real people and events,
which illustrate the application of important concepts.
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New Edition!
Cornelia Butler Flora is director of
the North Central Regional Center
for Rural Development and
professor of sociology and Charles F.
Curtis distinguished professor of
agriculture at Iowa State University.

Jan L. Flora is professor of sociology
and extension community sociolo-
gist at Iowa State University.

O R D E R I N G  E X A M  CO P I E S  I S  E A S Y !

Visit www.perseusacademic.com and complete 
the exam copy order form! (Please have your 
course name, enrollment, semester, and current 
texts information handy.)

We’ll send your FREE exam copy right away!

For more information about our textbooks,
academic conference information, featured
discipline pages, and desk copy request 
forms for adopted titles, visit us at

www.perseusacademic.com. 

Westview Press
A Member of the Perseus Books Group

2465 Central Avenue
Boulder, CO 80301

For order queries only:
FAX: 800-351-5073
TEL: 800-343-4499
www.perseusacademic.com
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