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Second Edition

UNDERSTANDING 
ARCHITECTURE
Its Elements, History, and Meaning
Leland M. Roth 

This BESTSELLING illustrated 
survey of Western architecture 
is now fully revised throughout, 
explaining the structure, function, 
history, and meaning of architecture 
in a way that is both accessible to 
students and teachable to instructors. 
The long-awaited second edition:

•  Includes new coverage on 
Postmodernism and its relationship 
to the Modernist era;

•  A reorganization of Mesopotamian and Prehistoric architecture based on 
thematic lines of development, not just chronology;

•  An expanded chapter on Medieval architecture, including developments from 
the end of the Roman Empire to the Renaissance;

•  And an expanded art program that includes 575 images in black and white 
and color!

Understanding Architecture continues to be the ONLY TEXT IN THE 
FIELD TO EXAMINE ARCHITECTURE AS A CULTURAL 
PHENOMENON AS WELL AS AN ARTISTIC AND 
TECHNOLOGICAL ACHIEVEMENT with its straightforward, two-
part structure: 1) The Elements of Architecture and 2) The History and 
Meaning of Architecture.  Comprehensive, clearly written, affordable and 
accessible, Understanding Architecture is the classic text for the Survey of 
Western Architecture course.

July 2006, 0-8133-9045-1, 640 Pages, $55.00, pb  
6-1/2 x 9-1/4, 573 b&w images, 16 4-color images

An ICON Edition

FOR FASTEST SERVICE, FAX YOUR EXAM COPY ORDER TO 800-351-5073 OR EMAIL US AT EXAMCOPIES2006@PERSEUSBOOKS.COM.



PART ONE: THE ELEMENTS OF 
ARCHITECTURE

1   “Commoditie”: How Does the Building Function?
2   “Firmeness”: How Does the Building Stand Up?

The Post and Lintel; Frames; The Arch; Vaults; 
Trusses; Space Frames and Geodesic Domes; Shells; 
Suspension Structures; Membrane (Tent) and inflated 
Structures; Technology and Risk; Structure as  
Cultural Expression

3   “Delight”: Space in Architecture
4   “Delight”: Seeing Architecture

Visual Perception; Proportion; Scale; Rhythm;  
Texture; Light and Color; Ugliness; Ornament

5   “Delight”: Architectural Acoustics,  
Shape, and Sound

6   The Architect: From High Priest to Professional
7   Architecture as Part of the Environment
8   Architecture, Memory, and Economics

PART TWO: THE HISTORY AND 
EMANING OF ARCHITECTURE

9   The Beginnings of Architecture:  
From Caves to Cities
Terra Amata (Nice, France); Neanderthal Culture; 
Homo sapiens’ Houses; Neolithic Dwellings; 
Stonehenge; Skara Brae; The First Cities; Çatal Hüyük; 
Mesopotamian Cities

10   The Architecture of Mesopotamia &  
Ancient Egypt

The Landscape of Egypt; The Culture of Egypt; 
Egyptian History; The Step Pyramid of Zoser at 
Saqqara; The Pyramids at Giza; Egyptian Villages 
and Houses; The Tomb of Hatshepsut at Deir el Bahri; 
The Temple of Amon at Karnak; Late Egyptian 
Architecture; An Architecture of Permanence

11   Greek Architecture
The Geography of Greece; Minoan and Mycenaean 
Greece; The Greek Character; The Greek Polis;  
Greek City Planning; Domestic Architecture; Public 
Buildings; The Greek Temple; Hellenistic Architecture; 
An Architecture of Excellence

12   Roman Architecture
Roman History; The Roman Character; Roman 
Religion and the Roman Temple; Roman Urban 
Planning; The Enclosure and Manipulation of Space; 
Domestic Architecture; Public Buildings; Roman 
“Baroque” Architecture; An Architecture of Universality

13   Early Christian and Byzantine Architecture
The Transformation of the Roman Empire; 
Constantine’s Churches; Post-Constantinian 
Developments; Byzantine Architecture;  
An Architecture of Heaven

14   Medieval Architecture
The Carolingian Renaissance; Medieval Domesitc 
Architecture and Castles; Medieval Monasteries; 
Romanesque Churches; An Architecture of Refuge

15   Renaissance Architecture
Political and Social Changes—The Re-emergence of 
the City; Religious Changes-Scholasticism; The Gothic 
Cathedral; Wodden-Roofed Churches; Late Gothic 
Architecture; Domestic and Public Architecture;  
An Architecture of Aspiration

16   Baroque and Rococo Architecture
Italy in the Fifteenth Century; The Renaissance patron; 
Humanism; Vituvius and Ideal Form; Brunelleschi 
and Rationally Ordered Space; Ideal Form and the 
Centrally Planned Church
Alberti’s Latin Cross Churches; Bramante and the 
New Saint Peter’s, Rome; Residential Architecture—
Merchant Prince Palaces; Mannerism— 
The Renaissance in transition; The Palazzo del Te;  
Late Renaissance Gardens; The Renaissance Exported; 
An Architecture of Humanist Ideals

17   The Origins of Modernism: Architecture in the  
Age of Enlightenment 1720-1790

An Architecture for the Senses; Roman Baroque 
Churches; An Architecture of Emotional Impact;  
The Central Plan Modified; Baroque Scale; The Spread 
of the Baroque Outside Italy; The Baroque Staircase; 
Rococo Architecture—The End of the Baroque;  
An Architecture of Artifice

18   The Development of Modernism:  
The Nineteenth Century

Reinventing a Rational Architecture; Sainte-Genevive, 
Paris; “Speaking Architecture”; Designing the City;  
The English Garden; Eclecticism— 
The Architecture of Choice; Revolution and 
Architecture; An Architecture of Rationality

19   Versions of Modern Architecture 1914-1970
Neoclassicism; The Gothic Revival; Creative 
Eclecticism; The Architecture of the New Industrialism; 
Rational Eclecticism—The fcole des Beaux-Arts; An 
Architecture of Pragmatic Utility and  
Symbolic Expression

20  Late-Twentieth-Century Architecture: 
Postmodernism

Architecture: “The will of the age conceived in spatial 
terms,”; Peter Behrens (1868–1940); Walter Gropius 
(1883–1969); Ludwig Mies van der Rohe (1886–
1969); Le Corbusier (1887–1966); 
An Architecture of Perfect Function: Success or Failure?

FOR FASTEST SERVICE, FAX YOUR EXAM COPY ORDER TO 800-351-5073 OR EMAIL US AT EXAMCOPIES2006@PERSEUSBOOKS.COM.

TABLE OF CONTENTS


