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Excellence without a Soul
Does Liberal Education Have a Future?

Harry R. Lewis

A Harvard professor and former Dean of Harvard College offers his
provocative analysis of how America’s great universities are failing 
students and the nation

In Excellence Without a Soul, Harry R. Lewis, a Harvard professor for more than
thirty years and Dean of Harvard College for eight, draws from his experience to
explain how Harvard and America’s other great universities have abandoned their
educational mission. Lewis evaluates the failures of this grand institution, from the
controversy over Harvard’s handling of date rape cases to the turbulent tenure of
President Lawrence Summers. He also provides an intimate history of these strug-
gles at Harvard, showing how its mission evolved from education to consumer sat-
isfaction—and makes an impassioned argument for change. The loss of purpose
in America’s great colleges is not inconsequential—the country’s top universities
drive the entire national education system. It is time to ask whether they are doing
the job we want them to do.

PUBLICAFFAIRS, August 2007, 336 pages

978-1-58648-501-6, $15.95, paperback • 978-1-58648-393-7, $26.00, hardcover

A Boston Globe Bestseller

Available Now! Order your FREE Exam Copy Today!



PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage

PAID
Ft. Collins, CO
Permit No. 266

For more information about our textbooks, academic conferences,

featured discipline pages, and desk copy request forms for adopted

titles, visit us at www.perseusacademic.com.

Source Code: W743

Ordering exam copies is easy!
Visit www.perseusacademic.com and complete the exam
copy order form! (Please have your name, shipping address,

phone, exam copy author / title / ISBN, course name and enrollment,

semester, and current texts information.)

We’ll send your FREE exam copy right away!

Forthcoming in Paperback from
PublicAffairs!

“Harry Lewis describes how ivyleague.edu…
is rapidly transformed into ivyleague.com, with
Harvard often leading the way…[A] coura-
geous book.” —Howard Gardner, Professor,
Harvard Graduate School of Education

HARRY R. LEWIS, Gordon McKay Professor of Computer Science and
Harvard College professor, has been on the Harvard faculty for thirty-two
years. He was Dean of Harvard College between 1995 and 2003 and
chaired the College’s student disciplinary and athletic policy committees.
Lewis lives in Brookline, Massachusetts, and Bigfork, Montana.
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