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“A reportorial and analytic tour de force….Edsall is dazzling on both the big
picture and on new, revealing details…prophetic.” —American Prospect

This powerful examination of the present and future of American politics, by
one of America’s most distinguished political journalists, reveals how the
Republican Party has gained a long-term institutional advantage that allows it to
shrug off apparent setbacks like the 2006 elections. Building Red America
takes us deeper than any previous book into the operations of the power bro-
kers and issues that galvanize voters.  This is a masterful—and disturbing—
work of political journalism that challenges all of us to wake up and take heed.  

“Edsall’s book is…expansive and daring, traversing economic and demo-
graphic trends, history, culture, ideology and political institutions, armed
with a bucket full of statistics, to map the external conditions that make
those tactics possible.” —Washington Monthly

One of the Best Political Books of 2006, Washington Post

BASIC BOOKS, September 2007, 336 pages

978-0-465-01816-1, $16.95, paperback • 978-0-465-01815-4, $26.00, hardcover

Available for Your Spring Courses! Pre-order Your FREE Exam Copy Today!



PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage

PAID
Ft. Collins, CO
Permit No. 266

For more information about our textbooks, academic conferences,

featured discipline pages, and desk copy request forms for adopted

titles, visit us at www.perseusacademic.com.

Source Code: W750

Ordering exam copies is easy!
Visit www.perseusacademic.com and complete the exam
copy order form! (Please have your name, shipping address,

phone, exam copy author / title / ISBN, course name and enrollment,

semester, and current texts information.)

We’ll send your FREE exam copy right away!

Forthcoming in Paperback from
Basic Books!

“If Tom Edsall isn’t America’s greatest 
political writer, he’s close to it.”

— Washington Times 

THOMAS B. EDSALL covered national politics
for twenty-five years at the Washington Post.

He is now a correspondent for the New Republic and the National
Journal. He was a guest columnist in 2006 for the New York Times, and
holds the Pulitzer-Moore Chair in Public Affairs Journalism at Columbia
University in New York. His previous book, Chain Reaction: The Impact
of Race, Rights, and Taxes, was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize for 
nonfiction in 1992. He lives in New York City and Washington, D.C.
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