
N E W I N  P A P E R B A C K  F R O M  B A S I C  B O O K S  

At the heart of Catching Fire is an explosive new idea: The habit of eat-
ing cooked rather than raw food permitted the digestive tract to shrink
and the human brain to grow, helped structure human society, and created
the male-female division of labor. A groundbreaking new theory of evolution,
Catching Fire offers a startlingly original argument about how we came to be the social, 
intelligent, and sexual species we are today.

September 2010, 320 pages, ISBN: 978-0-465-02041-6, $15.95, paperback

Scientists have long believed that the “great leap forward” 
that occurred some 40,000 to 50,000 years ago in Europe
marked end of significant biological evolution in humans. 

The 10,000 Year Explosion rejects this conventional wisdom and reveals that the human
species has undergone a storm of genetic change much more recently. The authors contend

that human evolution in fact accelerated after civilization arose, and these ongoing changes 
have played a pivotal role in human history.

October 2010, 304 pages, ISBN: 978-0-465-02042-3, $16.95, paperback
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www.perseusacademic.com

Ordering exam copies is easy!

To order an exam copy, visit www.perseusacademic.com

and complete the exam copy order form.

Mention Source Code W758 when placing your order. 

For more information about our textbooks, academic 
conferences, or desk copies for adopted titles, visit us at
www.perseusacademic.com.

NEW IN PAPERBACK FROM BASIC BOOKS

RICHARD WRANGHAM is the Ruth Moore
Professor of Biological Anthropology at
Harvard University and Curator of Primate
Behavioral Biology at the Peabody
Museum. 

GREGORY COCHRAN is an adjunct 
professor of anthropology at the
University of Utah.

HENRY HARPENDING holds the Thomas
Chair as Distinguished Professor in the
Department of Anthropology at the
University of Utah.

Lettercards  2.1.11  7:55 PM  Page 10


