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The influential policy thinker who coined the term “soft

power” examines the changing nature of power since

the Cold War, the new ways in which it is exercised, and

how those changes impact America’s role in the world.

In the era of Kennedy and Khrushchev, power was expressed in terms of nuclear mis-
siles, industrial capacity, numbers of men under arms, and tanks lined up ready to cross
the plains of Eastern Europe. Today, none of these factors confer power in the same way.  

Joseph Nye is a long-time analyst of power and a hands-on practitioner in government.
Many of his ideas have been at the heart of recent debates over the role America should
play in the world. The Future of Power is the summation of Professor Nye’s work; it is a
vivid narrative that delves behind the elusive faces of power to discover its enduring
nature in the cyber age.
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JOSEPH S. NYE, JR. is University
Distinguished Service Professor and 
former Dean of Harvard’s Kennedy
School of Government. He has served 
as Assistant Secretary of Defense for
International Security Affairs, Chair of 
the National Intelligence Council, and 
a Deputy Under Secretary of State.
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