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“Clearly written and compelling … Provides not only an ex-
cellent introductory text for undergraduate and graduate 
students, but one from which specialists in the field of Middle 
Eastern studies will find new perspectives and empirical data 
drawn from a cross-national context”

—Eric Davis, Rutgers University

This innovative book analyzes the interaction of politics and 
religion in the Middle East through a comparative study of Egypt, 
Israel, Turkey, and Iran. Representing a learned yet accessible 
discussion and analysis of one of the most complex topics in the 
Middle East, this new book

 �Explores four dimensions of the relationship between religion 
and politics in the Middle East: identity, ideology, institutions, 
and political culture.

 �Explicitly lays out common (and often contradictory) hypoth-
eses on the religion–politics relationship that variously argue 
that religion promotes or obstructs political development.

 �Analyzes in depth four case studies—Egypt, Israel, Turkey, and 
Iran—that test and illuminate the general hypotheses.
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Ordering exam copies is easy!
Visit www.westviewpress.com and complete the exam copy order form!
(Please have your course name, enrollment, semester, and current texts information handy.)

We’ll send your FREE exam copy right away!
For more information about our textbooks, academic conference information, 

featured discipline pages, and desk copy request forms for adopted titles,  
visit us at www.westviewpress.com.
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