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“Not only the best introductory handbook to the 
contemporary politics of this particular region but 

… also better than most of its genre …”
—Asian Affairs

This comprehensive but accessible text provides 
students with a systematic introduction to the 
comparative political study of the leading nations 
of South Asia: India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, 
and Nepal. Facilitating comprehension as well as 
cross-country comparison, each country section 
is organized into chapters on political culture 
and heritage, government institutions, political 
parties and leaders, conflict and mediation, and 
modernization and development. Updates to the 
sixth edition include: 

Several new chapters devoted to Nepal.
�A thoroughly rewritten final chapter on 

South Asia in the world system.
�A statistical appendix summarizing key economic 

and demographic data for each country. 
2008, 504 pages, 978-0-8133-4389-1, $45.00, pb
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