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“In telling a story about our evolution that is grounded in 
real data and avoids popular psychobabble about the nature 

of human aggression, Man the Hunted is a substantial 
contribution to understanding humanity.’” 

—Agustín Fuentes, University of Notre Dame

This award-winning text argues that primates, including the 
earliest members of the human family, have evolved as the 
prey of any number of predators, including wild cats and 
dogs, crocodiles, and even birds. Diverse evidence—ranging 
from scientific field observations, anecdotal evidence, and 
fossil records—informs the authors’ provocative view of 
human evolution. The perils of being a primate in a world 
full of predators are vividly described through engaging and 
accessible writing. Entirely new to this edition is a chapter 
that presents the accumulating evidence in the fossil record 
of predation on early humans and challenges the alternative 
theory that, even if our ancestors weren’t hunters, they were 
accomplished scavengers of meat. 
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Donna Hart is associate teaching professor of 
anthropology at the University of Missouri– 
St. Louis and was a professional in the field of wildlife 
conservation for many years. Her current writing 
projects include The Complex Nature of Human 
Variation (forthcoming, Westview Press).

Robert W. Sussman is professor of physical 
anthropology and environmental science at 
Washington University in St. Louis, editor emeritus 
of American Anthropologist, editor of Yearbook 
of Physical Anthropology, and secretary of the 
anthropology section of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science. He is the author of many 
articles and books on anthropology and primatology.


